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The Divine Right Of Kings
Edgar Allen Poe

The only king by right divine 
Is Ellen King, and were she mine 
I'd strive for liberty no more, 
But hug the glorious chains I wore. 

Her bosom is an ivory throne, 
Where tyrant virtue reigns alone; 
No subject vice dare interfere, 
To check the power that governs here. 

O! Would she deign to rule my fate, 
I'd worship Kings and kingly state, 
And hold this maxim all life long, 
The King — my King — can do no wrong.

T.P.-C.A.S.T.T. – The Divine Right of Kings, E. A. Poe

Title – The divine [superb] right of kings was a theory that certain kings ruled because they were chosen to do so by God, and these kings were accountable to no person but God.

Paraphrase – In the first stanza, the narrator expresses his love for Ellen King, who is said to be the only fitted king to rule his heart. The narrator also notes that he would rather be in chains (marriage) than to chase liberty (freedom of seeing other people), as long as Ellen is his king. The second stanza continues on about the narrator’s longing for Ellen, using synonyms of royalty instead of love to describe his feelings. He also alludes to the power and authority that she has over him. The third stanza reveals how the narrator worships and idolizes the Ellen he discusses in this poem. In the last stanza, the speaker states that he would hold true to a lifelong promise to Ellen if she would lower herself to be with him. The narrator places Ellen at the highest level of the hierarchy and considers himself as a subject or lower being in comparison to her. The speaker basically sees her as a perfect being, which is supported by the line, “…she can do no wrong.”
Connotation – This piece includes a variety of emotional implications that are used throughout the entire poem. In the first stanza, such implication as the “King” (capitalized) is used to refer to Ellen, the narrator’s love. The chains are somewhat of a derogatory symbolism of marriage or a monogamous relationship. Stanza two contains an oxymoron, “Where tyrant virtue reigns alone,” that might imply the confusion of the narrator as he was creating this piece, or perhaps a simultaneous feeling of beauty and pain that he had felt in his heart. “Subjects” is also a strong implication that the narrator refers to the lower beings in a hierarchy, meaning that no one, great or small, can interfere with the way he feels for Ellen. In the third stanza, the phrase “rule my fate” implies that the narrator hopes that Ellen will lower herself to love him and change his life’s plan. Again, a King is stated in the last stanza to show the speaker’s adoration, respect, and even idolization for Ellen, just as a subject would have for his king.

Attitude – Numerous attitudes occur in the three stanzas. First, the narrator adores Ellen King, not only describing her authority over him, but by her beauty as well, stated in the second stanza, “Her bosom is an ivory throne.” The narrator desperately hopes and dreams that she would condescend to his low level to rule his fate.


Shifts – In the beginning of this work, the speaker introduces his adoration of Ellen, giving a vision of what could come to their relationship. Things such as “But hug the glorious chains I wore,” reveal his undying love for her, and the narrator’s acceptance of sacrificing his freedom of seeing other people. Then in the middle of the work, the author portrays the power that Ellen has over him, with lines such as “No subject vice dare interfere,” relating his love to royalty. Finally, a subtle shift occurs in the third stanza as a plea for Ellen to return his love if asked. If fulfilled, he would bestow a lifelong promise to Ellen.


Theme – Divine love’s destiny is controlled by God and by the one who is loved, rather than the one who loves.

Title – The speaker insists that his love, Ellen, takes over his entire life and fate, and he accepts the power of the divine right of kings because God had chosen them to do so.
