CHARACTERS
SYDNEY CARTON
What makes Sydney Carton so important?  What defines who he is?  Why  
does he do what he does?  Why is he the hero?  How does he define the  
theme of resurrection?    
General Background    
Carton is an alcoholic suffering from severe depression.  He spends his  
days brooding and drinking.  He cares for no man.  He does nothing for  
himself- he lets others take advantage of him, he sees no meaning in  
his life and he is severely suicidal.     
Carton is a brilliant lawyer and a smart man.  Yet since he and Stryver  
were schoolboys he has been letting everyone else take credit for his  
work- there simply is no meaning in it for him.  He has built Stryver a  
reputation by remaining in the background and guiding him along.  He  
takes no credit at all for what he does.     
When Carton discovers Darnay, he is bitterly reminded of what he could  
have been.  Darnay is his better self- he seems more handsome though  
they look alike, and he is more together and charming.  Although Carton  
wants to hate him, he cannot because he loves Lucie.     
Lucie is the bright light in Carton's life.  He does not feel like he  
is good enough for her, but he loves her and would do anything for her.  
Therefore he asks Darnay, no longer his rival because he is her  
husband, to be his friend.  He remains close to the family and a part  
of it, although still an outsider.  He tells Lucie that he would  
sacrifice anything for her or those she loves.     
He keeps his promise.  When he hears of Darnay's capture in France, he  
rushes to Paris to do something.  There he cannot do anything to get  
his acquitted, so he sneaks into the prison, drugs him, and trades  
places with him.  The result is that Darnay gets away and he dies.     
Carton's best act in life was his death.  He says himself that because  
it is a far better thing he does in dying for his love than he has ever  
done it is a far better rest he goes to than he has ever known.  He is  
at peace and not afraid to die because he has resurrected Darnay and  
Lucie can put her family back together.    
Physical appearance:    

Sydney Carton is introduced as the "wigged gentleman with his hands in his pockets, whose 
whole attention, seemed to be concentrated on the ceiling of the court."  He looks almost identical 
to Charles Darnay 
___________________________________________________________________
Tracy, Trinity. "Notes on A Tale of Two Cities."


Dickens Made Simple.


2002. 24 April 2005 <http://dickensfordummies.homestead.com/TwoCities.html>.    

