World History Chapter 11 Vocabulary


Oasis – A fertile area in a desert that is watered by a natural well or spring (p 252)

Bedouin – Nomadic herders that use camels to cross deserts in search of seasonal pasturelands (p 252)
Hijrah – A journey where Muhammad and his followers left Mecca for Yathrib (Later renamed Medina) (p 237)
Kaaba – Where Arabs come to pray; housed statues of many local gods and goddesses (p 252-253)
Mosques – The houses of worship in which where Muslims gather (p 254)
Hajj – Pilgrimage to Mecca (p 254)
Jihad – Effort in God’s service as another duty; mistakenly translated into “holy war” (p 254)
Sharia – An Islamic system of law derived from the Quran that regulates moral conduct, family life, business practices, government, and other aspects (p 255)

Caliph – Successor to Muhammad (p 256)

Sunni – Caliphs was to be chosen by the leaders of the Muslim community; they viewed caliphs as a leader, not as a religious authority (MAJORITY RELIGION OF TODAY) (p 257)

Shiite – Only the true successors to the Prophet were descendants of Muhammad’s daughter and son-in-law (Fatima and Ali)—live in Iran, Lebanon, Iraq, and Yemen (p 259)

Sufi – A third tradition in Islam; Muslim mystics who sought communion with God through meditation, fasting, and other rituals; respected for their piety and miraculous powers (p 258)

Minarets – Slender towers of mosques (p 259)
Muezzin – Mosque official that climbs to the top of the minaret and called the faithful to prayer (p 259)

Sultan – Muslim ruler (p 259)

Arabesque – An intricate design composed of curved lines that suggest floral shapes that appeared in rugs, textiles, and glassware (p 263)

Calligraphy – The art of beautiful handwriting (p 263)
Dome of the Rock – Built in Jerusalem; a great shrine capped with a magnificent dome (p 263)
Sultanate – Land ruled by a sultan (p 267)

Sikhism – A new religion led by Nanak that blended the Islamic and Hindi beliefs in northern India (p 269)

Millets – religious communities; includes Greek Christians, Armenian Christians, and Jews (p 273)

Janizaries (janissaries) – elite force of the Ottoman army (p 273)
Shah – king (274)
Abu al-Abbas – Captured Damascus in 750; founded the Abbassid dynasty(p 259)
Harun al-Rashid – r. 786-809; helped Baghdad reach its peak; an admired model ruler; viewed as a symbol of wealth and splendor (p 259)

Salah al-Din – A Muslim general that drove the Christians out of Jerusalem until his death in 1187 (p 259) 
Tamberlane – Mongol leader led his army to the Middle East; he was a Muslim, but he conquered Muslim and non-Muslim lands (p 260) 
Al-Mamun – A caliph of Muhammad; set up the “House of Wisdom,” a library, and a university in Baghdad; had a dream about Aristotle (p 261)

Firdawasi – Poet; wrote in Persian using Arabic script; his masterpiece, the Shah Namah, or the Book of Kings, tells the history of Persia (p 263)

Omar Khyyam – Poet; famous in the Muslim world as a scholar and astronomer; known to westerners as The Rubaiyat (p 264)
Ibn Khaldun – Set standards for the scientific study of history; stressed the accuracy of sources (p 265)

Al-Khwarizimi – Greatest Muslim mathematician; his work pioneered the study of algebra; wrote a book that became a standard mathematics textbook in Europe (p 265)

Al-Razi – Most original medical thinker; wrote books on medicine; challenged medical practices (p 266)

Ibn Sina – Persian physician known in Europe as Avicenna; doctor by 16 years of age; wrote the Canon of Medicine, a huge medical encyclopedia (p 266)

Nanak – Indian holy man blended Islamic and Hindu beliefs; created Sikhism in northern India (p 269)

Babur – Claimed descent from Genghiz Khan and Tamerlane; military genius, poet, and author of a fascinating book of memoirs (p 269)

Akbar the Great – Babur’s grandson; r. 1556-1605; created a strong central government; tolerated Hindus ; married Hindu princess; ended non-Muslim tax (p 269)

Shah Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal – Jahan is Akbar’s grandson; during his rule the high point of Mughal literature, art, and architecture was present; Mahal is Jahan’s wife that died at 39; Jahan, depressed, built a stunning tomb for her, the Taj Mahal (p 271)

Suleiman – Safavid king; r. 1520-1566; known as the “Lawgiver;” brilliant general—modernized the army and conquered many new lands; claimed the rightful heir of the Abbassids and caliph of all Muslims (p 272)

Shah Abbas – Centralized the Persian government and created a powerful military force modeled on the Ottoman janizaries; used a mix of force and diplomacy against the Ottomans; sought alliances with European states that had reason to fear Ottoman power; reduced taxes on farmers and encouraged growth of industry; tolerated non-Muslims; built new capital at Isfahan (center of international silk trade) (p 274)

Qajars – Won control of Iran; made Tehran their capital and ruled until 1925 (p 275)
