World History Chapter 12 Vocabulary


Savanna – Grassy plain which is the largest and most populated climate zone (p 280)
Great Rift Valley – Serves as an interior corridor (p 281)
Desertification – The spreading of the desert (p 281)
Commodity – Valuable product (p 284)
Almoravids – Pious Muslims of North Africa (p 285)
Mansas – Mali kings (p 285)
Timbuktu – Turned into a great trading city; caravan routes crossed here (p 285)
Oba – Benin king (p 288)

1. What were the Bantu migrations, and when did they take place?
West African farmers and herders migrating to the south and east between 1000 BC and AD 1000
2. Where was the Kingdom of Kush?
Among the cataracts of the upper Nile

3. Meroe was an important city for what two reasons?
The city commanded both the north-sound Nile route and the east-west route from the Red Sea to the savanna and North Africa. Also, the city was rich in iron ore.
4. When was Kush destroyed, and by what other kingdom?
In AD 350, the kingdom of Axum destroyed Nubia.
5. What revolutionized trade across North Africa?
Camels, or “ships of the desert”
