World History Chapter 2 Vocabulary


Cataract – a waterfall (pg 25)

Delta – triangular area of marshland formed by deposits of silt at the mouth of some rivers (pg 25)

Menes – king of Upper Egypt around 3100 BC who united Upper and Lower Egypt using the Nile as the main transportation (pg 25)
Dynasty – ruling family (pg 25)

Pharaoh – the title of the rulers of ancient Egypt (pg 25)
Vizier – chief minister who supervised the business of government in ancient Egypt (pg 25)
Hatshepsut – daughter of one pharaoh and the widow of another; ruled from 1503-1482 BC; she encouraged trade with eastern Mediterranean lands and along the Red Sea coast of Africa. (pg 27)
Ramses II – most powerful pharaoh of the New Kingdom; ruled between 1290-1224 BC; he pushed Egyptian rule to Syria; his bravery prevented a defeat from the Hittites; the Hittites signed a peace treaty during his rule and was the first document known to have survived in history. (pg 27)
Nubia (Kush) – developed to the south of Egypt. Fought and traded constantly with Egyptians (in which the Egyptians gained ivory, cattle, and slaves). Egyptian art showed Nubian soldiers, musicians, or prisoners. The Nubian empire stretched from today’s Sudan to the Mediterranean. (pg 27)
Assyrians – lived on the upper Tigris; learned to forge weapons; expanded across Mesopotamia by 1100 BC; for 500 years, they earned a reputation as the most feared warriors in history; (pg 41)
Hieroglyphics – form of picture writing developed by the ancient Egyptians (pg 32)
Ideograms – pictures that symbolize an idea or action (pg 32)
Papyrus – plant that grows along the banks of the Nile; used by the ancient Egyptians to make a paperlike material (pg 32)
The Rosetta Stone – A stone that had the same message written in hieroglyphics, demotic, and Greek; by comparing the three, French scholar Jean Champollion deciphered the message. (pg 32)
Tutankhamen – was an 18-year-old minor king and was found in 1922 by British archaelogist Howard Carter buried in the desolate Valley of the Kings; the tomb contained many riches and was untouched for nearly 3,000 years. (pg 31)
Fertile Crecent – It’s located between the Tigris river and Euphrates river. The west coast touches the Mediterranean Sea. The Fertile Crecent contains very fertile land, obviously. (pg 34-35)
Hierarchy – system of ranking people within a society (pg 35)
Cuneiform – wedge-shaped writing of the ancient Sumerians (pg 36)

Codify – arrange and set down in writing (pg 40)

Civil Law – body of law dealing with private rights of individuals (pg 40)

Barter Economy – system in which one set of goods or services is exchanged for another (pg 43)

Money Economy – system by which goods and services are paid for through the exchange of a token of agreed value (pg 43)
Colony – territory settled and ruled by people from another land (pg 44)

Canaan – founded by a man named Abraham who lived near Ur in Mesopotamia and moved he and family to the Canaan region in 2000 BC (pg 45)
Monotheistic – belief in one God (pg 46)
Convenant – binding agreement (pg 46)
Patriarchal – describing a family headed by the father, husband, or oldest male (pg 47)
Ethics – moral standards of behavior (pg 47)
Diaspora – the scattering of people (pg 47)
