World History Chapter 3 Vocabulary


Subcontinent – large landmass that juts out from a continent (pg 52)

Monsoon – seasonal wind; in India, the winter monsoon brings hot, dry weather and the summer monsoon brings rain (pg 53)

Veneration – special regard (pg 54)

Brahman – according to Aryan belief, the single spiritual power that resides in all things (pg 57)

Mystics – people who devotes his or her life to seeking spiritual truths (pg 57)

Rajahs – elected warrior chief of an Aryan tribe in ancient India; local Hindu ruler in India (pg 57)

Mahabharata – India’s greatest epic; contains 100,000 verses; contains battles the Aryans had fought in to gain control of the Ganges region; five brothers, the Pandavas lose their kingdom to their cousins, but after an 18-day battle, they regain their power and restores peace to India; also contains one episode known as the Bhagavad-Gita which explains the Indian religious beliefs about the immortality of the soul and the importance of duty (pg 58)
Ramayana – shorter but just as memorable in comparison to the Mahabharata; contains the deeds a hero named Rama and his bride, Sita; Sita is kidnapped by the demon-king Ravana; the story tells how Rama rescues his wife with the aid of the monkey general Hanuman (pg 58)
Clans – group of families with a common ancestor (pg 62)

Yin and Yang – the delicate balance between two forces; yin was earth, darkness, and female forces; yang was Heaven, light, and male forces.(pg 63)
The Mandate of Heaven – the divine right to rule; explains the dynastic cycle (pg 64)
Dynastic Cycle – rise and fall of Chinese dynasties according to the Mandate of Heaven (pg 64)

Feudalism – loosely organized system of government in which local lords governed their own lands but owed military service and other support to a greater lord (pg 64)

