World History Chapter 5 Vocabulary


Frescoes – colorful paintings completed on wet plaster (pg 102)
Heinrich Schliemann – proved the evidence of fire and war dating back to 1250 BC (pg 103)
Polis – city-state Ancient Greece (pg 106)
Acropolis – highest and most fortified point within a Greek city-state (pg 106)
Monarchy – government which a king or queen exercises central power (pg 106)
Aristocracy – government headed by a privileged minority or upper class (pg 106)
Oligarchy – government in which ruling power belongs to a few people (pg 106)
Phalanx – in ancient Greece, a massive formation of heavily armed foot soldiers (pg 106)
Helots – member of a class of state-owned slaves in ancient Sparta (pg 106)
Democracy – government in which the people hold ruling power (pg 107)
Tyrant – in ancient Greece, ruler who gained power by force (pg 108)
Legislature – lawmaking body (pg 108)
Pericles – He was a statesman who is wise and skillful at leadership. His effect on Athens left a thriving economy and a more democratic government. Circa 460-429 BC(also known as the Age of Pericles) (pg 112)
Direct democracy – system of government in which citizens participate directly in the day-to-day affairs of government rather than through elected representatives (pg 112)
Ostracism – used in ancient Greece to banish or send away a public figure who threatened democracy (pg 112)
Logic – rational thinking (pg 115)
Sophists – Those who questioned accepted ideas in Athens; success was more important than moral truth to them. (pg 115)
Rhetoric – art of skillful speaking (pg 115)
Socrates – A Sophist Athenian and philosopher; Plato was his student; wrote no books; he would lounge at the marketplace to question others’ beliefs; put on trial when 70 years old; died to a death-sentenced drinking of hemlock, a deadly poison.
Plato – Socrates’ student; did not trust democracy; set up a school called the Academy; taught how to reason (pg 116)
Aristotle – Plato’s most famous student; developed own ideas about the government; favored monarchy; set up a school named the Lyceum for the study of all branches of knowledge; later universities were based on Aristotle’s (pg 116)
Tragedies – in ancient Greece, a play that focused on human suffering and very often ended in disaster (pg 117)
Aeschylus – greatest Athenian playwright; wrote tragedies; wrote The Oresteia, which was about a powerful family torn apart by betrayal, murder, and revenge (pg 117)
Sophocles - greatest Athenian playwright; wrote tragedies; wrote Antigone, which was about when an individual’s moral duty conflicts with the laws of the state; survived Peloponnesian War (pg 117)
Euripides - greatest Athenian playwright; wrote tragedies; survived Peloponnesian War; suggested people, not the gods, were the cause of human misfortune. (pg 119)
Comedies – humorous plays that mocked people or customs (pg 119)
Aristophanes – wrote all surviving Greek comedies; wrote Lysistrata (pg 119)
Herodotus – “Father of History”; wrote The Persian Wars; stressed importance of research; (pg 119)
Thucydides – wrote abou the Peloponnesian War; lived through war; tried to be fair (pg 119)
Assimilate – absorb or adopt another culture (pg 122)
Heliocentric – based on the belief that is contrary to the official teachings of a church (pg 146)
Hippocrates – 400 BC Greek physician studied illnesses and cures; helped set ethical standards for doctors; oaths help the sick and kept privacy of patients. (pg 123)
