World History Chapter 8 Vocabulary


Medieval – referring to the Middle Age in Europe or the period of history in between ancient and modern times (p 182)

Battle of Tours – in 732, the Muslim armies crumbled against the Christians (p 183)
Pope Leo III – Called on Charlemagne for help against the rebellious nobles in Rome, and it succeeded (p 183)
Missi dominici – agents of Emperor Charlemagne who travels throughout the empire to check the condition of the roads, listen to grievances, and see that justice was done (p 184)
Aachen – the place where Charlemagne founded a school at, where the scholar Alcuin taught (p 189)
Alcuin – Taught at the Aachen Charlemagne founded; created a curriculum which taught grammar, rhetoric, logic, arithmetic, geometry, music, and astronomy (p 185)
Curriculum – formal course of stuffy, based on Latin learning (p 185)
Leif Erikson – set up a short-lived Viking colony on North America in 1000 CE (p 185)
Vassal – in medieval Europe, a lord who was granted land in exchange for service and loyalty to a greater lord (p 186)

Feudal contract – exchange of pledges between lords and the vassals (p 186)

Fief – in the Middle Ages, an estate granted by a lord to a vassal in exchange for service and loyalty (p 186)

Knight – noble in Europe who served as a mounted warrior for a lord in the Middle East (p 187)

Tournament – mock battle in which knights would compete against one another to show off their fighting skills (p 187)

Chivalry – code on conduct for knights during the Middle Ages (p 189)
Troubadour – wandering poet in Europe in the Middle Ages (p 189)

Manor – during the Middle Ages in Europe, a lord’s estate, which included one or more villages and the surrounding lands (p 189)

Serf – in medieval Europe, peasant bound to the lord’s land (p 189)

Tithe – payment to a church equal to one-tenth of a person’s income (p 192)
Benedict – a monk who organized the monastery of Monte Cassino in southern Italy around 530 CE—also the origin of the “benedict rule” in which monks and nuns followed (p 192)
Secular – having to do with worldly, rather than religious, matters (p 193)

Papal supremacy – authority of medieval popes over all secular rulers (p 193)

Cannon law – body of laws of a church (p 195)

Excommunication – exclusion from the Roman Catholic Church as a penalty for refusing to obey Church laws (p 195)

Interdict – in the Roman Catholic Church, excommunication of an entire region, town, or kingdom (p 195)

Simony – selling of Church offices (p 195)
