Time-Out #1
Ancient China - The Creation of Silk
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A Silkworm feasting on a mulberry leaf

At around 2700-2650 B.C.E., the Chinese have found a way to create silk, which was a luxurious and valuable fabric that will soon become the center of the Chinese economy for many years to come.


A legend has it that Lei-Tzu, the wife of Wu Di, was in her garden picking cocoons out of a mulberry tree, and accidentally, she dropped one of the cocoons into her tea. When she pulled it out, a fine thread had come out of it.

Based on this discovery, her husband, Wu Di, quickly utilized this knowledge and created a mass-production of this silk thread. The procedure of preparing the thread was so valuable to the Chinese, that they had kept it a secret for a long 2000 years. During that time, the Chinese flourished as profits rose and a good, successful economy had been established from the silk trade.
